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He Caucasus region became famous for its economic activity through the export
and import of goods, or as a transit route for goods from other countries. The region
was known for exporting mules, horses, various weapons, copper tools, and the
black fox fur that kings and caliphs, including Caliph Al-Mahdi, adorned
themselves with. In addition, the region was known for the fish known as “tarikh,”
which was transported to Mosul and Iraq via the Tigris River. However, the white
slaves were considered the most significant import for Islamic countries from these
lands. Textile products from Islamic countries also reached the region, making their
way to pagan nations in the north. Trade activities were concentrated in towns like
Barda, Ardabil, and Dabil, among others. Some cities in the region, such as Derbent
and Atel, were considered centers for trade between the northern peoples and the
southern Muslim regions. These cities hosted traders from various nations,
including Muslims, Armenians, Romans, Syrians, Lann, Bulgarians, and Russians.
It is important to note that the Russians often combined trade with warfare, making
it difficult to determine when their trading ships transformed into warships. Coins
minted in Iraq were also found in many areas of the Caucasus
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