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Article Information Abstract
/Qg:igil\e/el;iitﬁzy:}om 2025 This study addresses semantic change in the poetry collection The Deposed
Revised July 24" 2025 King's Memory by Waleed Al-Sarraf, considering it a general linguistic
Accepted August 03" , 2025 phenomenon shared by all human languages. Language, by its very nature, is
Available Online Sept.1* 2026 subject to laws of change and development—whether through shifts from the
ek concrete to the abstract or imaginary, or under the influence of intellectual, social,
Evolution, political, and psychological factors.
g:)ge”cii‘:jiccittiig?{ Every intellectual transformation within a society is inevitably reflected in its
Generalization - Walid Al- language, leading to semantic shifts in its vocabulary. This research focuses on
Sarraf. identifying and analyzing words in Al-Sarraf’s collection that have undergone
Correspondence: semantic development—particularly those whose meanings have shifted from
Mohamad Shukr Mahmoud i L g ..
mohmadshukr@gmail.com general to specific (specialization) or from specific to general (generalization ), or

via figurative/metaphorical use.

The study adopts an integrated descriptive-analytical approach, relying on
authoritative Arabic lexicons such as Kitab al-‘ Ayn and Magqayis al-Lughah to trace
words back to their original roots, and to track their semantic evolution within the
poetic text.

The research highlights the aesthetic dimension of semantic usage in Al-Sarraf’s
poetry, demonstrating his ability to articulate the suffering of the city and the
homeland through a richly layered language that reflects profound poetic and
cultural awareness. Despite challenges—such as the multiplicity of possible
interpretations of the poet’s language and the scarcity of previous semantic studies
on his work—the study endeavors to reveal the relationship between semantic
development and the effectiveness of poetic language.

It concludes that semantic change is not merely a linguistic phenomenon but

also a cultural and aesthetic tool that enables the poet to reshape reality through
vocabulary that shifts between original and newly developed meanings
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